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50.                      TO FRAU VON GOETHE

26?  AUGUST 1831

Address: A Madame | la Baronne O. de Goethe | Weirnar en Saxe | Alle-
magne. Postmark: August 26, 1831. Partially published in translation by Dr.
Walther Vulpius, "Thackeray und Weimar," Westermanns Monatshejte^
CXXIX (1921), 590-592, who records the address. My text and the post-
mark are taken from a literal transcript by Professor Harold Strong Gulliver,
Thackeray''s Literary Afflrenticeshif (Valdosta, 1934), pp. 28-29.

Larkbeare House Ottery St. Mary's Devonshire. I don't know,
dear Madame de Goethe, what excuse I have for troubling you
with a letter now, for I have no news to communicate, & if I felt
gratitude for your great kindness to me, I ought to have expressed
it long ago. Pray don't suppose that because I have been dilatory I
am ungrateful 5 & accept the only excuse I can make, that many
times when I wished to write, I have been very busy, & many more
times very lazy.

I arrived in England in time enough to be very ill myself, & to
find my father & mother in the same condition, as soon as I got well
I went to London & kept my first term at the Temple. When in
London I saw Naylor 20 once, Lettsom very often (he is going to
Berlin in DuPre's place as attache) Dupre I met in rather a charac-
teristic situation for him, he was standing at the door of Howell &
James' (a famous ladies shop in London) watching a lady into her
carriage $ we walked together and he told me he was desperately in
love! & at Almack's 2I that night would see the lady whomever she
might be. I hope somebody else recovered from it as easily as he

20 Samuel Naylor (1809-1865), the translator in 1845 0844.) of Goethe's
Reinecke Fuchs (1794), had spent the previous winter in Germany, where he
was enrolled at the University of Gottingen. He was one of the young English-
men with whom Ottilie von Goethe was in love, and Thackeray must have seen
him frequently in Weimar.   That there was an imperfect sympathy between
the two young men is evident from a letter written by Naylor to Frau von
Goethe in 1833: "Thackeray I have heard of, and seen once or twice, but we
were never cDu and Du' with each other, you know.  His mind was low-born,
and his standard of wit coarse and unsuited to my habits."  (L. A. Willoughby,
Samuel Naylor and 'Reynard the Fox? London, 1914, p. 13)

21 The famous Assembly Rooms in King Street, St. James's, where the most
fashionable balls in London were held. See Wheatley's Londony I, 37^38.